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guide. 1 11%({)!1;3;021{; 111\}[t'c‘reslm{; but an-
x st Master was a fine
novel, one of her best, but she followed it with several
imitative works that werc, at best, weak. Witch\wor[‘ll
was a fine fantasy, but the sequels deteriorated pro-
gressively, each succeeding work more noxious than
the one which preceded it. Had she never written a;1
sequels, witch World could only gain in stature 4

'Norton’s influcncc is also greater than her mixed
critical reception would imply. She is probably re-
sponsible for the introduction of more young rcaders
to science fiction than any other writer (with the pos-
sible exception of Robert A. Heinlein). Norton has
not confined hersell to one field, however. She hias
also written historical novels (Shadow Hawk) and re-
cast old legends (Huon of the Horn).

The White Jade Fox is Norton’s first gothic, and is
so well handled that one wonders why she hasn’t
written in the genre before.

The 19th century story is that of a young woman,
Saranna Stowell, whose mother has recently dicd. Sa-
ranna is sent from her home in England to her half-
prother living in Maryland, who is suddenly forced to
exit to Brazil on business. He leaves Saranna to the
untender mercies of his daughter, Honora, who is
several years Garanna’s senior. Honora is a widow
whose father-in-law left an estate named Ticnsin to
his grunddaughter by his son’s first marriage. Since
ts the estate for herself, this generates

her step-daughter,

is reading as d
noyingly uneven writer.

Honora wan .
friction between nerself and
Damaris. o

ound confusing, but Norton lays the

All this may s
plot out a8 defltly as and
the story moves quickly-

Tiensin is almost & part of old China, closed within
the bounds of a mansion and its grounds. Captain
Whaley, founder of Tiensin, lived in China for years
and had brought back Chinese artisans to build the cs-
tate. He had stocked the mansion with a treasurc trove
of Chinese artifacts, and had decreed that no fox
should ever be hunted or mistreated in any way at

Tiensin.

a seamstress with a pattern
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The villains of the piece are the overbearing 'an(ll 1(16:]-~
ceitful Honora, Mrs. Parton, the housck{aeper,‘ clln( 1.;;3
oafish son, Rufus Parton. Rufus Cont'“buwlb'll»\b?lv”i
to the air of physical danger and brutality, w ]13 ¢ Hon
ora and Mrs. Parton are ruthless schemers. 'antmllf’
the under-age heiress, is suggested by H.?‘nQrA to be
erratic and possibly insane, and the rcaglex s “r's‘t'lil]tll?i—
duction to her is not rb:aslslurlﬁg.lll\/‘I/g:e tension isaddec

e fe f Tiensin’s black slaves. ‘
by’lfilli tbb(c;t(r)skois a gothic, not s_f, and its vague iantus:y
clements are those of a gothic: but Norton has paid
her dues to the sf field and her name on a book cover
guarantees the interest of her devoted readers, the
book’s ““category” not withstanding. . ‘

I have two small objections. One wishes, just once,
that Norton would creatc a character capable of telling
the antagonists to walk till their hats float. Norton al-
so devotes inordinate time to describing clothing. The
first objection won’t really wash for this novel, since
the character must be bulljed and deceived into the
situation. Given the time and place, any other be-
havior would seem unnatural, and the character does
develop during the course of the story. The second
objection is, one suspects, a problem common to
gothics and/or romances,

This book should hold re
out, and libraries which finc
with their readers should h
periment for the author,
high quality and ch

aders’ attention through-
I Norton’s books popular
ave it. It is a bit of ap ex-
but her fans should find the
ange of pace intriguing,

~Eamon Morgan

~—~——

MISCELLANEA

THE BIRTH OF A PRINCIPALITY by R. C Hyslop,
in collaboration With Prince Leonard for the Admin-
istration Board.

Thutt River Pro vince:
1973, 841 73,%52p

Administration Board.
p.

A popular sf theme is the political fantasy. The
world in which the Axis Powers won World War 1I,
the Confederate States of America became g major
power, or the Armady reduced England to a Spanish
province, Alternately, many fantasics set in fictitious
lands owe part of their appeal to detailed imaginary
historics and geographies. Wright’s Islandia ang Tol-
kien’s The Loxd of the Rings are notable examples,

Political fantasies oceur in real life, too. The U.S.
continues to recognize the independent governments
of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania which were dis-
mantled by the Soviet Union in 1940, The eldest
daughter of Aztec cmperor Moctezuma I1 was carried
by the Conquistadores to Spain, where she marricd a
nobleman; a descendent today claims the succession
to the Mexican throne.

F8ALTS + 60cA airtnail postage = $3 20 US. Us.
cheques are acceptable. Make payable and address {¢.
I Casley, Hup River Province, vig Western Australiq.
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The Hutt River Province Principality is a 27 s de-

mile farm in Western Australia. It (lcclilref 1 Egoux:ard
pendence following a dispute between owner to whed
eorge Casley and the Western Australlfm stdﬂt quot?
board. The government had cut Casley’s Wlftﬁow him
back to an amount he claimed would n9t dthat the
to meet basic farm expenses, Casley felt rovisio
bureaucratic regulation, which contained _“10 E ardships
for appeal or compensation for financia ernin
violated the bagic social contract bctweC".glO: and the
and citizen, leaving him with both the rig 1tc» assume
necessity as head of hig houschold (pop. 20)
the sovereign management of his pl'OI""rty_'.1 1, §6 70
Independence was proclaimed on A}’“‘_,‘l‘l Casley
in a registere letter to the Governor-(’cnu:)l;lcd Jus
dubbed himself g reigning prince angl Cm}fici' dom
family and oy employees. Australian Oti e Jost
elt its wisest course was to ignore him un ,
interest in his eceentric quixotry. ) It becﬂme‘é
Instead the Principality has ﬂourJSl}edj througho%l
subject for humoroys newspaper articles articte ¥
the world, which attracted the curious. An jndicates
the June 16, 1975 issue of Time n]agazll](fcori&' f
that tourism hag soared to 40,000 a yearat  sale ©
farm revenue js being nicely supplante collecto™
Hutt River bostage stamps and currency toa pplicﬂ“og
a modest capita| city is under construction, gtatus ha
for United Nations observer member patloﬂon turnit®
been filed, Prinee Leonard is speculzltlﬂg.”p-mr MO@
the Principality into a resort paradisc,b_‘“n,i the V"rf;r,
Naco, and the Australian government 18 of non'j"tb
of Cxasperatedly abandoning its policy © . ved
ference, ively-print 3
The Birth of a Principality is the uttr"‘.(’!:ln pape! (:d
tourist brochyre and government position Fro

¢
. 3 . 13 ey 1 CCU ol il
the tiny hation.” The events leading t(l) ?nccl in ‘.MSté
the legal justification of the act arc expla ’

L asley side of the Ghc e
though of course only the Cds]b}" e history , "~ an
IS presented. The Principality’s leymstab isht gcrrr
lated - this consisting principally of estad™™ oy

. ! NCl N -glian g
ambiguouys modus vivendi with the Austr
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