near or true genius, a book must contain passages on the darkness and
passion of the human soul. Dilemmas and inner turmoil are faced and
usually not overcome. Gloom pervades many an ending. Andre Norton's
works, on the other hand, are basically adventure stories. Quandaries are
not psychological but physical. As a consequence, there are those who
wouldn’t be caught dead reading one of her books.

Neither does Andre Norton follow in the footsteps of F. Scott Fitzgerald,
Philip Roth, and science fiction writers like Heinlein and the author of The
Age of the Pussyfoot (whose name | cannot remember -- it wasn‘t worth it}
who write on the subject of the decadence of society. Not for Andre Norton
the perversions of Once is Not Enough (Jacqueline Susann). Love plays a
part in many of her novels but sex is relegated to a back seat.

Andre Norton writes adventure stories. But are they fantasy or science
fiction? With some it's not too difficult to tell. For instance, Huon of the
Horn, a translation of a tale froin the French Carolingian Cycles. Science
has no part in this story of elves, magic swords, and wondrous bravery. The

SFORUM

Ice Crown, on the other hand, concerns a world controlied by the machines
of long-dead Psychocrats (power-crazy psychiatrists who ruled the galaxy
at one time). What magic there is arises from these machines. Then,
however, we face books such as the Witch World series, and the Warlock
series, containing elements of both science fiction (machinery) and fantasy
{magic). In the first two books of the Witch World series we are presented
with the Kolder, a people possessed of an immense technology. In fact,
they have developed into part of their machines, so dependent have they
become. Opposed to the Kolder we have the Witches of Estcarp, mistresses
of illusion, wind, and wave. The Warlock series also shows two different
cultures--the Federation with technology, and the Wyverns with magic
again. True blue science fiction readers shy away from hints of the fantastic
and fantasy readers from the taint of machinery.

For all these reasons, Andre Norton has not achieved the popularity she
deserves. Her books are interesting; does it matter that they are not difficult
to uriderstand or can’t be exactly classified? However, don't just take my
word on their quality, read them! <
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