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just want to get the idea on the paper. I find nowadays that if I try (o
work from an outline, that kills it. So when I write, now, I do nol
know, from one page to another, what’s going to happen or who’s goiny
to turn up.

“I used to type the second and third drafts myself, but I've had some
back trouble lately, so I correct the first draft in ballpoint, then turn
that over to my typist. She does a second draft, and I go over it again
Then she does the final draft.”

She leads me through a door into what used to be the garage. She
never travels, and dislikes even leaving the house more than necessary,
So she owns no car, and the garage has been turned into a library. There
are endless shelves of books on history, myth, and legend. There are
large sections of Chinese and Japanese literature, in which she has i
special interest. Everything is meticulously arranged by subject. But of
course; for twenty years she was a librarian.

I suddenly realize how appropriate it is that she put her library in
the disused garage. The books, after all, are her alternate means of
travel. This polite, eloquent lady may seem isolated here in Florida, in
a retreat from the world; but with the books, she can go anywhere,
They are her tickets to adventure, to lands limited only by the imagi-
nation,

Note: Several paragraphs in this profile were deleted or modified at
the request of Andre Norton.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Many of Andre Norton's novels are interconnected with continuing characters and shared
backgrounds, but the Witch World series stands apart and remains possibly her most
popular work, consisting of ten books, from Witch World (1963) to Trey of Swords
(1978). The scenario involves a number of elements, such as the use of magic, which
earn the books a “fantasy” label, though they are sword-and-sorcery in the usual sense.

Andre Norton’s first novel, Starman’s Son (1952), is set in a post-holocaust Cleveland
that has devolved into warring clans, subsequently united by a mutant hero to fight a
common monstrous enemy. Over the many years and through the many novels that she
has written since this early work, she has turned increasingly to female protagonists,
often aided on an equal basis by telepathic animals, especially cats, in adventures on
very far-off planets or worlds that exist only in the imagination.

Though she is regarded as a writer of children’s stories, Andre Norton’s various series
are tailored for differing age groups, and frequently make satisfying adult reading.




